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TEXTS

Numbers 33:50-53

In the steppes of Moav, at the Jordan near
Jericho, the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:
Speak to the Israelite people and say to
them: When you cross the Jordan into the
land of Canaan, you shall drive out all the
inhabitants of the land. You are to destroy
all their figured objects, all their molten
images you are to destroy, all their high-
places you are to annihilate, that you shall
take possession of the land and settle in it,
for to you I have given the land to possess
1t.
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Deut.7:11f:

When the Lord your God brings you to the
land that you are about to enter and
possess, and He dislodges many nations
before you -- Hittites, Girgashites,
Amorites...seven nations much larger than
you -- and the Lord your God delivers them
to you and you defeat them, you must
doom them to total destruction;1 grant them
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Brf you hear it said , of one of the towns
that the Lord your god is giving you to
dwell in, “that some scoundrels from
among you have gone and subverted the
inhabitants of their town, saying, “Come let
us worship other gods” — whom you have
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' The Hebrew root for this term is herem, meaning both prohibition and sacredness. In the context of war it
denotes dedication to God. If it is man or animal, it should be sacrificed, and if property, devoted to God
(Ex.22:19; Lev.27:29); Deut.13:16; 1Sam. 15:3). This meaning is found also in the Mesha Stele. By the
Second Temple period and later, it acquired the meaning of expulsion and confiscation of property (Ezra

10:8).




not experienced — "you shall investigate
and inquire and interrogate thoroughly. If it
is true, the fact is established — that
abhorrent thing was perpetrated in your
midst — "®put the inhabitants of that town to
the sword and put it cattle to the sword.
Doom it and all that is in it to destruction;
Yoather all its spoil into the open square,
and burn the town and all its spoil as a
burnt offering to the Lord your God. And it
shall remain an everlasting ruin, never to be
rebuilt.
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Micah 4

n the days to come, the Mount of the
Lord's House shall stand firm above the
mountains and it shall tower above the
hills. The peoples shall gaze on it with joy.
And the many nations shall go and say,
'‘Come let us go up to the Mount of the
Lord, to the House of the God of Jacob;
that He may instruct us in His ways and
that we may walk in His paths.' For
instruction shall come forth from Zion, the
word of the Lord from Jerusalem. *Thus He
will judge among the many peoples and
rebuke the most powerful nations, however
distant. And they shall beat their swords
into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up
sword against nation. They shall never
again know war. ‘But everyone shall sit
under their grapevine or fig tree and with
no one to terrify them, for it was the Lord
of Armies who spoke. *Though each
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individual among all the peoples walks in 'I')ﬂ D'?U?'?
the names of his own gods, we will walk in

the name of our God forever and ever.

Leviticus 26 1D NIPN

ST will grant peace in the Land, and you
shall lie down, and none shall make you
afraid. I will give the Land respite from
vicious beasts, and no sword shall cross
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? Parallel to Isaiah 2, except that the last line in the Micah passage does not occur in Isaiah.




your land. "You shall give chase to your
enemies, and they shall fall before you by
the sword.
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Deuteronomy Chapter 20:

'When you take the field against your enemies, and
see horses and chariots -- forces larger than yours --
have no fear of them, for Adonay your God, who
brought you from the land of Egypt, is with you.
*Before you join battle, the priest shall come
forward and address the troops. *He shall say to
them, "Hear, O Israel! You are about to join battle
with your enemy. Let not your courage falter. Do
not be in fear, or in panic, or in dread of them. *For
it is Adonay your God who marches with you to do
battle for you against your enemy, to bring you
victory."

[Deferments]

>Then the officials shall address the troops, as
follows: "Is there anyone who has built a new house
but has not dedicated it? Let him go back to his
home, lest he die in battle and another dedicate it.
%5 there anyone who has planted a vineyard but has
never harvested it? Let him go back to his home, let
he die in battle and another harvest it. 'Is there
anyone who has paid the bride-price for a wife, but
who has not yet married her? Let him go back to
his home, lest he die in battle and another marry
her." *The officials shall go on addressing the
troops and say, " Is there anyone afraid and
disheartened? Let him go back to his home, lest the
courage of his comrades flag like his." *When the
officials have finished addressing the troops, army
commanders shall assume command.

[Rules of Engagement #1]

"When you approach a town to attack it, you shall
offer it terms of peace. ''If it responds peaceably
and lets you in, all the people present there shall
serve you at forced labor. "If it does not surrender
to you, but would join battle with you, you shall lay
siege to it; “and when Adonay your God delivers it
into your hand, you shall put all its males to the
sword. '*You may, however, take as your booty the
women, the children, the livestock, and everything
in the town -- all its spoil -- and enjoy the spoil of
your enemy, which Adonay your God gives you.
"Thus you shall deal with all towns that lie very far
from you, towns that do not belong to nearby
nations.

[Rules of Engagement #2]

"In the towns of the latter peoples, however, which
Adonay your God is giving you as a heritage, you
shall not let a soul remain alive. "'No, you must
utterly destroy them -- the Hittites and the Amorites,
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the Canaanites and the Perizzites, the Hivites and
the Jebusites -- as Adonay your God has
commanded you, '*lest they lead you into doing all
the abhorrent things that they have done for their
gods and you stand guilty before Adonay your God.
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Matthew 5°

38«you have heard that they were told, ‘An
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth.’ But
what I tell you is this: Do not resist those
who wrong you. If anyone slaps you on the
right cheek, turn and offer him the other
also. *If anyone wants to sue you and takes
your shirt, let him have your cloak as well.
*If someone in authority presses you into
service for one mile, go with him two.”

Exodus 21

24Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for
hand, foot for foot, 2burn for burn, wound
for wound, bruise for bruise. 2When a man
strikes the eye of his slave, male or female,
and destroys it, he shall let him go free on
account of his eye. *"If he knocks out the
tooth of his slave, male or female, he shall
let him go free on account of his tooth.

Matthew 10
[Jesus speaking]

**You must not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to
bring peace, but a sword. *°I have come to set a man against his father, a daughter against
her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; *%3nd a man will find his
enemies under his own roof. *’No one is worthy of me who cares more for father or
mother than for me; no one is worthy of me who cares more for son or daughter; *¥10 one
is worthy of me who does not take up his cross and follow me. *’Whoever gains his life
will lose it; whoever loses his life for my sake will gain it.

Matthew 23

13¢Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You shut the door of the kingdom of
Heaven in people’s faces; you do not enter yourselves, and when others try to enter, you

stop them.

15¢Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You travel over sea and land to win
one convert; and when you have succeeded you make him twice as fit for hell as you are

yourselves...

*7¢Alas for you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You are like tombs covered with
whitewash; they look fine on the outside, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and
of corruption. %S0 it is with you: outwardly you look like honest men, but inside you are

full of hypocrisy and lawlessness...

IS0 you acknowledge that you are the sons of those who killed the prophets. 2Go on
then, finish off what your fathers began! **Snakes! Vipers’ brood! How can you escape

being condemned to hell?

Acts 10

3Peter began: ‘I now understand how true it is that God has no favorites, 3but that in
every nation those who are god-fearing and do what is right are acceptable to him.

3 NT translations are from The Oxford Study Bible (REB). Oxford: OUP, 1992.




Luke 12

*°'I have come to set fire to the earth, and how I wish it were
already kindled! °°I have a baptism to undergo, and what
constraint I am under until it is over! °'Do you suppose I came to
establish peace on the earth? No indeed, I have come to bring
dissension. °From now on a family of five will be divided, three
against two and two against three; “’father against son and son
against father, mother against daughter and daughter against
mother, mother—-in-law against daughter—-in-law and daughter—-in-law
against mother—-in-in law.'

John 8

%7 I know that you are descended from Abraham, yet you are bent on killing me because my
teaching makes no headway with you. **I tell what I have seen in my Father’s presence; you do
what you have learned from your father.” **They retorted, ‘Abraham is our father.” ‘If you were
Abraham’s children,” Jesus replied, ‘you would do as Abraham did. **As it is, you are bent on
killing me, because I have told you the truth, which I heard from God. That is not how Abraham
acted. *'You are doing your own father’s work.’

They said, “We are not illegitimate; God is our father, and God alone.’ “Jesus said to them, ‘If
God were your father, you would love me, for God is the source of my being, and from him I
come. I have not come of my own accord; he sent me. *Why do you not understand what I am
saying? It is because my teaching is beyond your grasp. “*Your father is the devil and you choose
to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and is not rooted in the
truth; there is no truth in him. When he tells a lie he is speaking his own language, for he is a liar
and the father of lies. “’But because I speak the truth, you do not believe me. “*Which of you can
convict me of sin? If what I say is true, why do you not believe me? “’He who has God for his
father listens to the words of God. You are not God’s children, and that is why you do not listen.’
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out [to fight] in commanded wars, even a
bridegroom from his chamber and a bride
from her wedding canopy.
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DISCRETIONARY WARS....
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they differ is with regard to [preemptive wars]
to reduce the number of idolaters so that they
would not march against them. One calls these
commanded, while the other calls them
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Many of the People of Book
would love to turn you back
from your belief to unbelief
because of their envy when
the truth has been revealed
to them. But be forgiving and
pardon until God gives His
command, for God is able to
do all things.
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Qur'an 5 (the Set Table)

*We have brought down for you the Book in
truth, confirming what was before it in the way
of Scripture, as a watcher over it. So judge
between them according to what God has
revealed and do not follow their errant views,
forsaking the truth that has come to you. For
every one We have appointed a divine law and
custom. If God had wished, He would have
made you all one religious nation, but [God
chose] to try you by what He has given you. So
vie with one another in doing good works!
Unto God you must all return, and He will then
inform you of how you differ.
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Qur'an 22:39-40.

Permission is given to those who
fight because they have been
wronged -- God is most powerful
for their aid —-- those who have
been unjustly expelled from
their homes only because they
say: 'Our Lord is God.' If God
had not warded off some people
by means of others, then
monasteries and churches and
synagogues and mosques in which
the name of God is often cited
would have been destroyed. God
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most certainly helps those who
help Him. God is Strong, Mighty.

Qur'an 9:73 and 66:9.

O Prophet! Strive (j&®hid)
against the unbelievers and the
dissenters, and be ruthless with
them. Their refuge is Hell, a
bad destination.
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Qur'an 9:123.

O you who believe! Fight the
unbelievers who are near to you
and let them find ruthlessness
in you, and know that God is
with the pious.
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Qur'an 9:5.

When the sacred months have
passed, kill the idolaters
wherever you find them, and
seize them, beset them, lie
in ambush for them
everywhere; if they repent
and establish the prayers and
pay the zak&t, then set them
free; God is forgiving,
compassionate.
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Qur'an 9 (Repentance)

“’Fight those who do not believe
in God or in the Last Day, who
do not forbid what God and His
messenger forbade, and who do
not practice the religion of
truth among those who have been
given the Book, until they pay
the jizya off hand (>an yad"),
being humbled/humiliated (wahum
SEghir ‘n) .
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Qur'an 2 (the Cow)

2Those who believe, and who are Jews,
and Christians and Sabaeans — whoever
believes in God and the Last Day and who
work righteousness: they have their reward
with their Lord, they shall not fear nor
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4 See also 5:69, 22:17.




should they grieve.”

Psalm 3

'A psalm of David when he fled from his
son Abasalom. 20 Lord, my foes are so
many! Many are those who attack me.
*Many say of me, “There is no deliverance
for him through God.” ‘But You, O
Lord, are a shield about me, my glory, He
who holds my head high. I cry aloud to
the Lord, and He answers me from His
holy mountain. ~ °I lie down and sleep and
wake again, for the Lord sustains me.

"I have no fear of the myriad forces arrayed
against me on every side. *Rise, O Lord!
Deliver me, O my God! For You slap all
my enemies in the face; you break the teeth
of the wicked. ’Deliverance is the Lord’s;
Your blessing be upon Your people!
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